Community Update – Athletics Equity and Safe Sport September 2026
St. Francis Xavier University is sharing a public update on the recommendations of the Athletics Equity and Safe Sport (AESS) Committee and the work undertaken to implement them.
The AESS Report was accepted in principle by the University’s Executive Committee in 2025. It brought forward recommendations intended to strengthen equitable resourcing, safe sport practices, accountability and the student-athlete experience across StFX Athletics. Since that time, Athletics, Student Services and other relevant University leaders and units have been advancing the recommendations and developing the associated implementation and accountability framework.
Several important actions have been completed or are underway. These include the appointment of women as head coaches for the women’s basketball and women’s soccer programs, increasing the representation of women among head coaches at StFX. Other work includes strengthened education and training for coaches, staff and student-athletes; the development of student-staff guidelines; clearer pathways for support, reporting and response; continued policy alignment; and measures addressing equity in coaching, funding and game scheduling.
Implementation is a phased, multi-year process, and not every recommendation is complete. Some actions require continued implementation, evaluation or further development. Responsibility for this work will continue through the appropriate University leaders, units and accountability processes as the AESS Committee concludes its mandate.
A more detailed public-facing report describing each recommendation, the rationale for it, the actions taken to date and the current implementation status is available here: [insert link].
The University extends its sincere appreciation to all members of the AESS Committee and its subcommittees for the considerable time, expertise and care they contributed to this work. We particularly recognize the leadership of the two subcommittee chairs, Dr. Charlene Weaving, Chair of the Equitable Resourcing Subcommittee, and Dr. Greg Hadley, Chair of the Safe Sport Subcommittee, and of Monica Foster, AESS Committee Co-chair until August, 2026.
We also thank external advisors Barbara McLean and Ron MacDonald for the expertise and perspective they brought to the process; Project Manager Michelle White for her coordination and sustained support; and Susan (Sue) Chisholm for the time, expertise and practical assistance she generously contributed.
The recommendations and implementation update provide an important public record of the work completed to date, the commitments still being advanced and the accountability required to support a more equitable, safe and respectful varsity athletics environment.
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