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CELEBRATING SUCCESS AT STFX
Since coming to StFX, I’ve been 
impressed by so many people: this is 
a special place where special things 
happen. I indicated  at the President’s 
Breakfast in August that it was my goal 
to further enhance communication 
from my office. I believe it is important 
that we communicate our ideas and 
celebrate our successes; this newsletter 
is my way of highlighting some of the 
best things happening on and around 
our campus. This newsletter will ap-
pear regularly, and will be all the better 
with your assistance. Should you see 
or know of something extraordinary at 
StFX, please e-mail extraordinary@stfx.
ca to let me know about any remark-
able people, events, and accomplish-
ments. 
Thank you – so very much – for making 
StFX extraordinary. 

Kent

The campus orchestra quieted to a low hum over the summer months, waiting behind the curtain for its opening movement. 
But in September, the heavy bass drifted from the brightly-lit stadium on dark nights. The megaphone squawked its encour-
agement to get out and vote. The drum circle summoned us to witness the planting of a tree of unification. The chorus of the 
O-Crew, raspy by week’s end, incited feverish excitement. As the footfalls of students echoed amidst whirring lawn mowers, a 
lone bagpiper escorted us into the future with an ear to the past. 

This school year feels different. There is a rumble now, a throbbing excitement, a sense that change is afoot. Karen Breb-
ner, Interim Dean of Arts and a member of the StFX class of 1990, felt it during Orientation Day. She notes that seeing StFX 
through the eyes of the new students and parents reminded her that this is a special place to study, work, and live. “Parents,” 
she says, “were asking about land for sale around here, and calling this place ‘Brigadoon’.” And when they asked her to take 
care of their children, she felt strongly that her assurances must be sincere. “It is not enough to say we’re special,” she says. 
“We have to prove it.” The energy in the room that first day felt, to her, like a summation of all that is extraordinary about 
StFX. Now entering her third month as Dean of Arts, Dr. Brebner is especially excited to substantiate the newcomers’ enthu-
siasm with the collective, renewed focus on the academic mission. Her vision of StFX in the next years is one of vastly improved 
diversity, engagement, and interdisciplinarity.
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Peter Clancy’s recent $224,000 SSHRC Insight Grant will enable him to 
undertake a large-scale research project focusing on the environmental 
governance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. His work, with Mario Levesque of 
Mount Allison University, examines the complex and multi-level structure 
of politics in the Gulf. This funding allows his team to conduct research 
in a more condensed timeline, but Dr. Clancy is quick to acknowledge 
the steady, incremental, and cumulative nature of much scholarly 
endeavour. “Doing the work is always difficult,” he says, but he’s happy 
to be working on a project that’s been percolating for 15 years. Dr. 
Clancy points to his five-year relationship with Dr. Levesque as a collegial 
partnership facilitated and spurred by geography, which has resulted in 
this project. “Our universities are a stone’s throw away from one another,” 
Dr. Clancy notes, allowing these colleagues to share resources and 
opportunities. 

The desire for change was evident in the September political events on campus. Rick Mercer’s visit to campus on September 
15th was part celebration, part galvanization. Dunk tanks and selfies gave way to a rallying cry for our students to Get Out 
the Vote, as the popular television host urged the StFX community to engage deeply in the political process. The All-Leaders’ 
Debate on September 22 drew a capacity crowd of students, faculty, staff, and community members to the Keating Centre. 
The StFX Students’ Union, led by an impressive team, spurred an animated discussion – all of which was thoughtfully report-
ed on by the Xaverian’s staff. In an academic climate in which transparency, vigour, and diligence are valued, September’s 
political events demonstrated the campus community’s dedication to those values. 

Dave Risk had a busy sabbatical last year: his research budget doubled. He has 20 students working in his Flux 
Lab. He visited polar sites set up to study soils and permafrost in the high North, in places like Siberia, Norway, 
Alaska, and Antarctica. His industrial research led to the formation of a leak-detection project in 2014 that now 
counts more than 25 companies as partners. “I just like solving problems,” Dr. Risk says. “I like data and making 
decisions based on data.” The principles of fundamental and industrial research are applicable to his work on the 
Task Force, a project he found to be one of the single best experiences he’s had at StFX. He calls it an “education-
al” experience, to be able to look over the fence into every facet of the university; he found it exciting to see the 
aspirations and determination of his colleagues. Dr. Risk claims that he has “no long game” when it comes to his 
research, but rather takes on projects that are fun, and that provide opportunities for both service and leader-
ship. He credits the informal support networks laced throughout StFX for facilitating many of his projects: “It’s 
the same thing at Service Nova Scotia,” he says. “There’s no line-up.” Check out Dr. Risk’s presentation at this year’s 
Stepping Up Conference in Antigonish: www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVOtbBJixKA . 

Petra Hauf, Dean of Science, feels 
hopeful. The difference between 
an engaged campus community 
and a stifled one, she comments, is 
that the former is a place in which we 
can all say what we think. The mood 
during the strike was one of belonging 
– and that feeling is starting to surge 
again. We are all pulling on the same 
oar once more, supported by an 
invigorated administration that is 
relying on the ideas of its faculty to 
move forward. Unification is Dr. Hauf’s 
goal: to work together, to innovate 
and not stagnate. “My job,” she 
declares, “is to facilitate the process 
of dreaming.”  Both Dr. Brebner and 
Dr. Hauf pointed to the size of StFX 
as a key factor in our ability to drive 
forward: “We’re maneuverable,” Dr. 
Hauf says. “But the change must come 
from within.” 
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On the Friday of Homecoming weekend, the gasps of the crowd in Dennis Hall 
drowned out the rain rushing through the gutters outdoors. The single largest 
gift by an individual donor ($8 million, with $5 million in matching funds) will 
fund the Jeannine Deveau Educational Equity Endowment, providing access to 
education for Aboriginal and African Nova Scotian students. Ms. Deveau, a 1944 
StFX graduate who became a professor and author of seminal French-language 
nutrition texts, invested casually throughout her career, and more seriously after 
her retirement in the early 1980s. She originally wanted to remain anonymous, but 

Wendy Langley, StFX Director of Development, convinced her that it was of vital 
importance to show that successful women are also at the heart of the university’s 
history and future. Morgan Gero, StFX ’11 and ’13, spoke with conviction when 
she foresaw “confidently” telling her minority students that “StFX values their 
presence on this campus.” Ms. Deveau’s nephew, Bill Gunn, spoke of an aunt who 
is “not eight million dollars sentimental” – she chose StFX due in equal part to 
the university’s established educational commitment to African and Aboriginal 
students and its strategy for further success. 

This year’s Take Back the Night activities had a few key elements that fed its success, Rachel Hurst reports. 
The MC, Robyn Bourgeois, led a large group of engaged students, faculty, staff, and community members  
in the annual exercise designed to acknowledge the presence of sexual violence and to combat it.  
Dr. Hurst was particularly pleased to see a bus filled with women from the Patqnkek Mi’kmaw Nation 
on campus for the event, and notes Annie Chau’s excellent facilitation (as well as her tireless work on 
the Preventing Violence against Women project). The silence surrounding sexual violence has been 
deafening in years past; now Dr. Hurst notes that both student momentum and a broad institutional 
commitment to its reduction are reinvigorating those who have made considerable effort in this 
movement already. The large crowd at a September screening of “The Hunting Ground” indicates a 
centralization of a previously marginalized topic, and Dr. Hurst feels optimistic about the university’s 
ability to effectively and transparently make systemic changes to reduce sexual violence in our 
community. This will be, she says, “a pivotal year,” and will “set the tone for what’s to come.” The Hive 
for Feminist Research is buzzing, too:  terms of reference for a standing committee have been 
approved by University Faculty to organize an annual lecture showcasing feminist research  
at StFX. The first lecture will take place in the new year.

As the leaves started to change, another riot of colours 
appeared on campus: the crosswalks in the upper SUB 
parking lot were painted as rainbows to show pride as an 
LGBTQ-friendly community. Joseph Khoury, in the English 
Department, could finally reveal that he’d spent his summer 
reading 190 – all part of his duties as a judge for this year’s 
Governor General’s award for non-fiction. After a high-
ly-competitive search process, Greg Tkacz’s fourth-year 
economics student, Matthew Cormier, was offered a position 
at the Bank of Canada. StFX’s three recent recipients of these 
posts (Casey Jones ’14, Megan MacDonald ’14, and Cormier) 
have all been members of the StFX Rowing Club, which 
recently hosted the Canadian University Rowing Champion-
ships on Lochaber Lake. Drawing more than 300 athletes 
from 21 universities, the CURCs were such a success that the 
championships will now be hosted by StFX every five years. 
Cole Grbavac, of the men’s hockey team and a business 
student, was named a Top 8 Academic All-Canadian in 
November. He has held the highest average of all varsity 
student-athletes over the past three years.

The federal election went well for eight 
StFX grads: Sean Casey, Lisa Raitt, Bill 
Casey, Seamus O’Regan, Sean Fraser, 
Bern Jordan, Rodger Cuzner, and Geoff 
Regan were all elected (or reelected) as 
Members of Parliament. And, the Joyce 
Foundation announced a $5 million 
donation to StFX’s Mulroney Institute 
for Government – fitting, as the former 
Prime Minister got his start in politics at 
StFX in the fall of 1955. The Institute will 
help ensure that the next generation of 
leaders will have a firm foundation set 
here on campus. 

THANK YOU 
– and remember to e-mail 
extraordinary@stfx.ca 

with news!
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