
 
 
COVID-19 Update: Sunday, March 15, 2020 
Re: Message from StFX President to students/Convocation cancelled 
 
 
Dear StFX Students,  
 
This past week has been full of some very unusual and challenging circumstances, to say the 
least. In the past few days alone, we have taken unprecedented actions to minimize the risk to 
our campus community: first, by suspending in-person classes (including eliminating face-to-
face examinations) and encouraging students to go home, and then by closing campus to the 
general public earlier this afternoon. All of this, I'm sure, has been very stressful for you and 
created many uncertainties. This is definitely not how any of us envisioned the end of what has 
been a very successful academic year.   
 
For clarity, there are no classes this upcoming week, assignments, and/or tests – everything has 
been postponed as we need to step back and prepare for the significant challenges ahead of us 
all.  
 
For those of you leaving campus, I wish you safe travel home. With travel and health protocols 
rapidly evolving, I believe that home is the best place for you to be.  For the relatively few of 
you remaining on campus, we will ensure that you have food and a place to stay and study, for 
as long as it is required. Please know that your professors will be working diligently over the 
next few days to finalize the most appropriate ways to deliver your coursework and complete 
the academic term. I can say with confidence that our faculty and staff care very much about 
you and will do all they can to help you successfully navigate the end of this term.  
 
These challenges are new to us all. We appreciate your patience and understanding as, in some 
cases, it will take some time for all of us to work our way through these situations. However, we 
will surely provide you with timely updates as often as we can., so please check your email 
accounts regularly and don't be afraid to ask questions.    
 
On a personal note, I have just returned today from the United States and I will be under self-
monitoring, a form of isolation for 14 days, something I never imagined would happen. I had 
many important events planned and I know that, particularly for senior students, you are 
leaving campus with a sense of sadness for such an abrupt and unforeseen ending to an 
otherwise wonderful experience at StFX.  
 
Senior students, it was my wish to shake hands with every one of you as you crossed the stage 
at Convocation in May. However, as COVID-19 continues to change our living and working  



 
 
 
environments, StFX must suspend the Convocation ceremonies for May 2020. We just cannot  
hold such a large gathering in a public space without posing significant health risks to all 
participants. We will be working diligently to find alternative plans for Convocation in the 
coming weeks and we will keep you updated on these plans. In the meantime, I hope that you 
remember and cherish the X-Ring ceremonies on December 3, 2019, as I do. No other university 
students have the opportunity for this experience of a lifetime. It is truly unique to the StFX 
community.  
 
We have had a great year at StFX in 2019-20 and I trust that you will remember the very best 
parts. As I've said to you so many times, we have a unique academic and residential community 
at StFX. We serve one another and we care for one another, and we will see these challenges 
through as Xaverians and we will be the better for it.  
 
I will be in touch with relevant updates as they become available. In the meantime, I wish you 
all the best and good health to you and your families.  
 
 
Kevin B. Wamsley, PhD 
President and Vice-Chancellor  
StFX University 
 
 


