
QUESTIONS FROM THE EVENING SESSION 

 

mark@gabrieaus.com 07:00 PM  

How will you deal with a student that is off campus that contracts COVID or has symptoms? 

 Students directed to self-isolate by 811 must inform the university immediately by 
emailing isolate@stfx.ca or calling Student Life at 902-870-2976. This information will be 
kept confidential and only shared with the specific isolation supports students can access, 
such as Health and Counselling for medical information and services and Student Life for 
meal or grocery delivery, laundry service, cleaning and maintenance coordination, and 
academic accommodation. 

 If your COVID-19 test comes back positive, you must update the university of a positive 
test result immediately by emailing isolate@stfx.ca or calling Student Life at 902-870-
2976. Public Health will contact you with further instructions and to gather contact 
tracing information. Students are required to cooperate with Public Health so that the 
appropriate follow-up and support is given to those who may have been exposed. Public 
Health will determine who needs to be contacted and/or tested. 

 Off-campus students who become ill may, capacity permitting, be able to complete their 
isolation and/or recovery in a designated residence space (FX Hall.) These students would 
be supported with meal delivery and any other assistance measures we are able to 
provide, which would be arranged on a pro-rated fee basis. 

 All residents of Nova Scotia who contract COVID-19 are provided with daily health 
monitoring by public health officials. Student Life staff will also check-in on their 
wellbeing. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:02 PM  

Will there be COVID testing on campus for students, faculty and staff, so that the broader 

community's access to the testing centre is not reduced? 

Testing for COVID-19 is determined by the NS Health Authority. Currently, testing is only done at 

the direction of 811 and arranged at a local testing site. We will follow the protocols determined 

by the Province. 

 

Juliana 07:02 PM  

1) You have stated that students will have to wear the green bracelets to access campus--

what about community venues (e.g., grocery stores), in order to protect community 

members? 

mailto:isolate@stfx.ca
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The bracelets are designed to stay on permanently so most students will likely be wearing 

them all the time. However, they are not required to access community venues or stores. 

They are for campus access. 

 

2) What about getting students to Antigonish--how will you isolate them from each other? 

One person with COVID on the maritime bus could infect everyone else.  

Students are to isolate at their residence on or off for 14 days immediately upon arrival. 

3) How broadly did you consult students, because many have reported that they weren't 

consulted?  

Students on the Board of Governors and the Students’ Union were consulted throughout 

the decision making process. 

 

4) While there is no such thing as zero risk, wouldn't the online option be much closer to 

zero risk? How did you determine that students would return to campus regardless of 

whether it was online or not? 

We consulted with the province, Public Health, Dr. Strang, the Town and County. It was 

determined that StFX could offer in-person classes in a safe manner. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:03 PM  

Is the university going to pay for the needed additional RCMP costs & coverage? Local town & 

county taxpayers should not be responsible. 

The university has met with the town, county and RCMP regarding back-to-school protocols.  

 

Michelle Thompson 07:04 PM  

Did the University consider the potential impact on residents in long term care in community and 

the devastating impact COVID has on frail elderly people. 

Students are integral to the social, cultural, and economic fabric of the Antigonish area. That’s 

why we have worked closely with government officials, including the town and county of 

Antigonish, on our plan to safely and responsibly welcome students back to campus. This plan 

has been endorsed by provincial public health officials, and we are confident that our protocols 

for enhanced screening, cleaning, and safety will ensure the health and wellbeing of all.   

 

 



Anonymous Attendee 07:04 PM  

Why are students not required to get tested for COVID? 

All students arriving on campus will be screened with a health questionnaire using the guidelines 

provided by Nova Scotia’s online assessment tool. Students who are deemed to require further 

assessment will be directed to self-isolate and call 811 (Nova Scotia’s tele-health service) to 

determine whether testing is required. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:04 PM  

Are teachers required to get tested? 

Testing for COVID-19 is determined by the NS Health Authority. Currently, testing is only done at 

the direction of 811 and arranged at a local testing site. We will follow the protocols determined 

by the Province. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:05 PM  

Why did you not ask representative students to be on this panel?  

Students on the Board of Governors and the Students’ Union were/are involved in the process. 

 

PD 07:08 PM  

So in March,13th, 2019, your students were dismissed from classes. We were told to stay home 

and isolate. Your off campus and on campus students decided to meet at an off campus location 

and have a huge party with over 500 in attendance. What makes US Antigonishers believe that you 

will do anything differently? Yes you talk fines, you talk awareness, you talk many things, but at the 

time, if there is a party; you are expecting the town police, RCMP, to take control. But at what 

point do you feel you as university officials need to take responsibility and make these students 

accountable for their actions? Is your council and your staff ready to take serious actions to punish 

THESE students? The $1000 fine too many is nothing. SO, what will you do if they do violate and 

there are videos present?  Will you hand out fines, since the police aren’t able to fine all. Will you 

have more of a presence in taking responsibility? 

Our return to campus document outlines numerous guidelines for a safe return. 
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/Return%20to%20Campus-

Students%20FINAL%20Rev7%20Large%20Type.pdf 

 

 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/Return%20to%20Campus-Students%20FINAL%20Rev7%20Large%20Type.pdf
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/Return%20to%20Campus-Students%20FINAL%20Rev7%20Large%20Type.pdf


 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:08 PM  

For those students who have already come back over the past couple of weeks, are they expected 

to let the University know they have arrived?  

Yes. It is mandatory that all students, whether living on or off-campus, check-in with the 
university upon arrival to Antigonish. 

On campus students: 

 Students arriving to Antigonish from a location within Atlantic Canada are not required to 
self-isolate and will check in at a central location. Exact times and locations will be 
emailed to students and posted to www.stfx.ca/coronavirus in the weeks ahead. 

 Students who are required to self-isolate must check in virtually. Please 
email isolate@stfx.ca or call Student Life at 902-870-2976 to arrange your virtual check in 
appointment time. 

Off campus students: 

 Off-campus students are expected to check-in to StFX by emailing studentlife@stfx.ca 
indicating their arrival date. A staff member will then contact you administer the check- 
in procedure. At the check-in, we will: 

1. Ask questions about any symptoms and recent travel; 
2. Review the StFX Self-Isolation Plan, if applicable; 
3. Issue a green bracelet to students who are not required to isolate and are symptom free. 

All students that successfully complete the check-in process will be issued a green bracelet that 
must be worn until September 30. The green bracelet is required to access academic and 
administrative buildings on campus. Your green bracelet signals that you are fully aware, 
understand and agree to your role and responsibilities, including behavioural expectations, to 
keep the StFX campus and the community of Antigonish safe. 

Students who are required to self-isolate for 14 days will be issued a green bracelet by their 
support person after they have completed the isolation period. 

 

Will there be bracelets for students that are supposed to be self-isolating (so the community can 

help keep an eye out)? 

http://www.stfx.ca/coronavirus
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Students who are required to self-isolate for 14 days will be issued a green bracelet by their 
support person after they have completed the isolation period. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:09 PM  

What would be the point at which the campus would be closed? What would determine that? 

Answer to come 

 

Juliana 07:09 PM  

5) We do know that many infected people are highly contagious while pre-symptomatic, and that 

many remain asymptomatic. What consideration has been given to the risks this introduces? 

The safety and wellbeing of our students is our top priority. With regard to residence, we will 
introduce a number of procedures, including: 

 Self-isolation for students arriving from regions where isolation is required by the Nova 
Scotia government. 

 Staggered arrival times to ensure there are never too many people arriving in residence 
to maintain safe distancing.  

 Introduction of a designated entrance for each residence building. All other exterior 
doors will be fitted with an alarm to prevent outside entrance, let-ins and/or tailgating. 

 Installation of cleaning wipes in all shared washrooms, lounges, laundry rooms, and 
kitchens. Students will be expected to wipe down surfaces after each use. 

 Safety restrictions for residence washrooms that are shared and/or semi-private. 
 Reduced access to student common areas.  

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:10 PM  

Do you have your nurses available 24/7 for your students on & off campus? 

The Health and Counselling Centre provides primary health care to StFX students, delivered 

through a Collaborative Care Practice in partnership with the NS Department of Health and 

Wellness and Nova Scotia Health Authority.  It is important to note that the province assigns 

physician resources, and we have been allocated 1.0 FTE physician time (sessional), which is 

divided between two part-time doctors.  Physicians are not StFX employees.  We have 

streamlined our services by integrating a triage process that involves assessment by our two 

nurses, who then make referrals to the most appropriate follow-up services, if needed; this 

maximizes our limited physician time.  We are also actively working with local and provincial 

health partners, to collaborate around COVID-19 testing, to ensure students receive appropriate 



supports if they become unwell, and to develop contingency plans for students who may require 

a higher level of care than we are able to provide on campus.   

 

Loren Lailey-Irvine 07:10 PM  

Has the opportunity of conducting COVID-19 testing upon arrival been considered to allow for 

potential reduction in the isolation period for students coming from within Canada? 

Testing is controlled by the province. Right now they determine if testing is needed (I.e. if there are 

symptoms or close contact with a case). 

Joanie K 07:14 PM  

Is there a way that those students who are supposed to be quarantining, to also be made to wear 

a different colour bracelet? Also to encourage the “safe” students (w/ green bracelets) to make 

sure their bracelet is made visible (not covered by jackets/sleeves). Preferably ALL students to 

wear their bracelet on the same arm; all on the “right wrist” for example. 

To take under consideration 

 

Juliana 07:15 PM  

6) Of the 24% of courses that will be offered online, what percentage are Coady courses? 

Coady Institute will hold a total of nine online courses for the 2020-21 academic year. There are 

no on-campus offerings (prior to May 2021) being planned at this time.  

[Please note that Coady Institute cannot ascertain if any of these offerings are factored into the 

percentage courses being offered online as we do not know the number of courses being offered 

by the university, or the total number of online courses, or if Coady was even considered as part 

of the factoring of the overall percentage.] 

 

Michelle ten Brinke 07:15 PM  

Almost all other universities and community colleges in NS have decided to NOT offer in-person 

classes. Why is StFX the outlier? 

StFX has a number of factors in its favour, including a rural location that’s removed from bigger 

urban centres, and a smaller student population as compared to many larger universities in the 

province. We are confident we can create a safe environment for students to continue their 

university education in person. To this end, we have worked carefully on a plan to safely and 

responsibly welcome students back to campus; this plan has been reviewed and endorsed by 



public health officials in Nova Scotia.  Acadia University is also offering in-person classes, while 

other university have some students coming back to campus for particular research. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:17 PM  

How are you prioritizing the learning of students who are immunocompromised, have family 

members who are part of a vulnerable population, or do not feel safe to return to in-person study? 

The same question but for staff and faculty. How will they be supported if they are either part of 

these groups, or have children who require childcare if P-12 does not return to regular delivery in 

September? 

Our plan for return to school was approved by the province. Juliana 07:21 PM  

7) Where will off-campus students go between classes? 

There will be spaces available on campus for studying and safely socializing. These will be 

communicated and well signed. 

 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:22 PM  

How will HKIN skills and outdoor education (for education students as well) run with physical 

distancing? Will masks be required during outdoor ed? 

Answers to come 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:22 PM  

My understanding is that if a student is fined off campus that the RCMP will notify the University of 

the infraction. Is this permitted by the RCMP Privacy Act? 

I would contact the RCMP. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:23 PM  

How are students from off campus who have classes all day going to eat if they must wear a mask 

at all times? 

Students will be required to wear their masks while waiting to their food to be prepared and 

coming and going to the area where they will eat their meal. They will be able to remove their 



mask while eating. We will follow NS Public Health Guidelines with respect to social distancing in 

the dining hall and retail outlets. 

 

Joanie K 07:26 PM  

Is Homecoming cancelled, or at least postponed, this year? Many residents I have spoken with, are 

hoping this will be the case this year. 

Yes, Homecoming is postponed until August 2021.  

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:27 PM  

If there are many cases spreading, at what point would the University be shut down? 

Answer to come 

 

kyurris 07:28 PM  

If students have to fly into Halifax, is transportation going to be provided to St FX? As a parent, I 

am unable to assist him. 

We are working with Maritime Bus to provide additional busses from the airport to Antigonish. 

The price to Antigonish is $35.49 plus tax for a student. 

 

Anonymous Attendee  

07:29 PM  

Why does a waiver need to be signed and why is StFX the only school that has a waiver? If safety is 

not 100% then why are you opening the school? Why is the school risking the community’s health 

(with a high population of elderly and immunocompromised individuals)? How is StFX going to 

isolate one case if it spreads so quickly? How will off campus students with roommates be 

isolated? Why does the waiver exempt StFX from following its own responsibility to provide a safe 

environment? 

An information session for students on a new MOU between the university and students, along 

with the wavier will be discussed next week. Emails have gone to all students with the coordinate 

on how to attend the session. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:30 PM  



Why does Acadia have 84% online but only 28% at X? Many courses offered online are not 

meeting the requirements students need to graduate 

Anonymous Attendee 07:30 PM  

Will Homecoming be happening? How will you tangibly control parties of hundreds at the Village 

or on St. Mary’s, when they are uncontrollable during regular years? 

Homecoming has been postponed until August 2021. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:32 PM  

I do believe you are taking all cautionary steps, and you are serious in your efforts.  Can you speak 

again to the two docs and two nurses, who will inevitably become inundated with health queries 

surrounding COVID - diagnosis and management?  Can you speak to back up for these services.  

burn out of the physicians and nurses.  Are you convinced this is enough manpower? 

The Health and Counselling Centre provides primary health care to StFX students, delivered 

through a Collaborative Care Practice in partnership with the NS Department of Health and 

Wellness and Nova Scotia Health Authority.  It is important to note that the province assigns 

physician resources, and we have been allocated 1.0 FTE physician time (sessional), which is 

divided between two part-time doctors. Physicians are not StFX employees. We have 

streamlined our services by integrating a triage process that involves assessment by our two 

nurses, who then make referrals to the most appropriate follow-up services, if needed; this 

maximizes our limited physician time.  We are also actively working with local and provincial 

health partners, to collaborate around COVID-19 testing, to ensure students receive appropriate 

supports if they become unwell, and to develop contingency plans for students who may require 

a higher level of care than we are able to provide on campus.   

 

Sean Cameron 07:32 PM  

Thank you for providing this forum to allow community members the opportunity to listen to your 

plan and to be able to voice their concerns.  Following up on what Dr. Kevin Wamsley said about 

the planning which started in March, of this transition to allow students to re-attend classes in 

person, would he or others panelist state when Dr. Strang, the Dept. of Public Health, the RCMP, 

St. Martha's Hospital staff, Town, Municipality of the County and other stakeholders that you have 

communicated with. 

 

 

Leonard 07:35 PM  



StFX has the dubious honor of being the #1 party university in Canada. Not sure how the university 

and the community can possibly prevent large gatherings. Many neighborhoods have already 

witnessed large gatherings where social distancing is not being adhered to and we only have a 

fraction of the students here now 

Like all community members, students living off campus are accountable to the restrictions set 

by the Province with respect to gatherings. Concerns should be reported to the RCMP and/or the 

university at studentlife@stfx.ca. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:37 PM  

Students stayed on campus because they could not get home. Was this taken into consideration? 

Answer to come 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:39 PM  

My 9 year old daughter really can’t learn effectively online. Did StFX give any thought to how 

bringing students back to Antigonish might affect local elementary and secondary students’ 

continued access to in-person education (if a local lockdown were to be needed due to an 

outbreak amongst university students)? 

We consulted with the province, Public Health, Dr. Strang, the Town and County. It was 

determined that StFX could offer in-person classes in a safe manner. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:40 PM  

Why did you not survey the residents of the town and county who do not have a vested interest in 

the students returning. 

We consulted with the leadership of the Town and County. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:40 PM  

Can you talk about this waiver students are being forced to sign when they were not given an 

option for online or face to face 

An information session for students on a new MOU between the university and students, along 

with the wavier will be discussed next week. Emails have gone to all students with the coordinate 

on how to attend the session. 
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Therese 07:42 PM  

You’ve been talking about how safe it is for students and faculty/staff to return. Why then do you 

feel you need students to sign a waiver holding StFX harmless if the student gets sick, EVEN IF StFX 

is somehow negligent. Do you understand how that requiring that waiver undercuts anything you 

say? 

Answer to come 

 

Michelle ten Brinke 07:42 PM  

If there is no option for students to view all classes online, this will encourage some students with 

mild symptoms to attend classes and potentially spread the virus to avoid missing class time. How 

can StFX encourage self-isolation, but then not offer easy access to class material from home? 

A student can view whether courses are online or in-person by visiting the following site - 

http://www2.mystfx.ca/registrars-office/Course-Timetable 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:43 PM  

How does a community member sign up to help the returning off campus students who have to 

Quarantine for 14 days 

Answer to come 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:43 PM  

Can you provide some details on the plan to support off-campus students who are self-isolating in 

terms of food delivery, groceries, etc? Is it sufficient to rely on volunteers? How would the process 

be controlled and adequately resourced? Will volunteers be required to sign contracts? 

The support for students off campus will be coordinated through the Student Life Office. There 

are staff members who will assist and there are already some volunteers who want to provide 

support. Training will be provided for volunteers. The details for students will be worked out 

individually, depending on their needs. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:43 PM  

Do you have recommendations for students and parents who need to travel from outside of the 

Province.  This is a 1st year student who is in residence. 

http://www2.mystfx.ca/registrars-office/Course-Timetable


Parents are allowed to enter the province to drop of their son/daughter. Students who are 

coming from outside of Atlantic Canada will have to submit their Travel and Isolation Plan which 

includes indicating who is travelling with them. Families will be provided with clear instructions 

and guidance on travelling into and staying in NS. The Provincial restrictions do not permit them 

to be at grocery stores or other business unless they have isolated for 14 days. Students from 

outside the Atlantic Bubble have to self-isolate for 14 days. A person will be assigned to them to 

get their groceries and other needs. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:44 PM  

If the waiver does not exempt StFX from following protocols will it be rewritten or withdrawed? 

An information session for students on a new MOU between the university and students, along 

with the wavier will be discussed next week. Emails have gone to all students with the coordinate 

on how to attend the session. 

Anonymous Attendee 07:44 PM  

The P-12 kids who live here could possibly go back to school (using adaptations) with the current 

state of NS. If things ramp up in Antigonish, it takes away the possibility of in classroom education 

and support for our youth. 

Why is the right to an Education of our P-12 kids who live here apparently less important than the 

University level? 

And if the younger kids here are not able to go to school...how do parents go to work? Doesn’t 

that impact our economy? 

We worked with the province, Chief Medical Officer, the town and county on planning a safe 

return to school plan. 

 

Joanie K 07:45 PM  

Thank you for all you are doing to mitigate risks & to make this difficult situation work. We realize 

that given all the information you have & the decision that has been made to go forward with in-

person, you are doing your absolute best to make a difficult situation, w/ extreme financial 

ramification for both our community & for X, as safe as possible. Knowing ‘millennials’ & kids of 

this age, I am expecting there will be issues. I trust we will all work through these together. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:45 PM  

If Students have to fly into Halifax. Is StFX providing transportation to Antigonish? 



Price is $35.49 plus tax and we are working with Maritime Bus to provide additional busses 

throughout the day based on need. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:46 PM  

Why were students not given enough time to switch to another university? 

Our announcement of in-person classes was made in May. Students can make a decision after 

that. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:47 PM  

Why can't on-campus students visit other dorms? How does this cut down on the spread of 

COVID-19? They can congregate in groups of 10 anywhere else. What is it about the dorms that 

you feel will spread the virus further. Won't this just add to the stress that students are already 

under by not allowing them to have a space to relax with a best friend? Wouldn't a limit be a 

better option? 

The residences are not like other households and need to have different measures than houses 

or apartment buildings. Public Health approved the plan to open with no guests. As the term 

progresses, assuming things are going smoothly and there is a high level of compliance with the 

measures, we hope to relax the restrictions with approval of Public Health.  

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:48 PM  

I've heard there won't be any computer labs on campus this year. Will you provide any funding to 

me as a student to help buy a laptop since you aren't providing any computer access anymore? 

Answer to come 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:49 PM  

Will the University and staff members be penalized if they fail to provide a safe environment ? if so 

how ?  Since a lot of the penalties are to the students. 

Answer to come 

 

susan gibb 07:49 PM  



Why is it being recommended that out of province students not leave Antigonish except essential 

travel once they arrive and isolate for 14 days?  What do you include as essential? Is visiting family 

in another community within NS considered essential? 

Students within the Atlantic Bubble can travel home.  

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:52 PM  

Have there already been or are you anticipating any staff reductions? 

Answer to come 

 

susan gibb 07:52 PM  

When will second semester registration begin? 

TARA 

 

Anonymous Attendee 07:56 PM  

What will be open on campus ? 

We are currently in a phased opening with our services. We expect most regular operations will 

be up and running by September 1st, following any guidelines set out by NS Public Health.  

 

 

Chris 07:59 PM  

The St FXU plan says there would be room on campus for off campus students who needed to 

quarantine, when did that change? 

Answer to come 

Anonymous Attendee 08:00 PM  

What cleaning and sanitization protocols will be provided on campus? Will there be added 

handwash stations and/or sanitize stations? 

We will be adding additional sanitization stations throughout the campus.  

From Richard Bruce to All Panelists:  06:53 PM 



If students have housemates that are from outside the bubble, is there a plan to support those 

students with self-isolated. 

The 14-day self-isolation period will extend to 14 days from the arrival of the last person in a 
shared living space. Atlantic Canadian students with roommates who must self-isolate will 
themselves also be required to self-isolate for a full 14 days, if they arrive prior to completion of 
their roommate’s 14-day self-isolation period. 

 

From Mitchill to All Panelists:  06:56 PM 

Is there any extra or more room and staff for possible patients of COVID-9 in Antigonish? 

This would be a question for Public Health 

 

Are you encouraging students from outside the Atlantic Provinces to get tested before they arrive? 

Testing for COVID-19 is determined by the NS Health Authority. Currently, testing is only done at 

the direction of 811 and arranged at a local testing site. We will follow the protocols determined 

by the Province. 

 


