
 

 
 
To the campus community, 
 
As we approach the start of a new academic year, the health and safety of our students, faculty, 
and staff, as well as the wider Antigonish community, remains our priority amid a backdrop of 
COVID. Even though many parts of our lives have returned to normal over recent months, the 
pandemic is not over. While requirements such as isolating when sick or social distancing, along 
with the other previously mandated protocols, are no longer in effect in the province nor on 
campus, all students, staff, and faculty are strongly encouraged to continue the safe behaviours 
that allowed StFX to stay open over the last two years. We must continue to be vigilant.  
 
The university will employ a responsible, science-based approach to its operations, an approach 
informed by public health officials, feedback from the campus community, the conditions 
within the broader community, and other jurisdictions and institutions across the province. To 
help minimize the spread of COVID: 
 
 

1. Masks are mandatory in all academic instructional spaces, and 
strongly encouraged elsewhere on campus. 

 
As previously communicated, masks will continue to be required in all instructional spaces such 
as classrooms, labs, and studios until further notice. In those spaces, faculty who are teaching, 
and students who are presenting, may remove their masks when speaking, if they are physically 
distanced. In all other spaces on campus, masks—while not mandatory—are strongly 
recommended. 

With respect to masks, you are encouraged to wear the best mask you can source. This includes 
selecting a mask that  

- forms a tight seal around your nose, mouth, and chin. 
- Is comfortable for all-day wear and needs no adjustment. 
- Is multi-layered for maximum effectiveness.  

 
While all masks are helpful, a well-fitting N95 mask provides you and those around you the best 
protection from catching or spreading COVID.  
 
 

2. Get vaccinated and/or your booster shots where eligible.  
 



Vaccination is the best way to prevent serious illness and infection. The StFX community is 
highly vaccinated, and we strongly encourage anyone who is not yet fully vaccinated, including 
booster shots, to do so where possible before returning to campus.  
 

3. If you feel sick, stay home.  
  
As you would with any sickness, if not feeling well, stay home. If you are showing symptoms of COVID 
(click here for the province’s list of symptoms), please use Public Health’s online assessment tool to 
determine if you need a PCR or rapid test, and follow the directions as prescribed by Public Health.  To 
prevent the spread of COVID, we strongly recommend that you continue to isolate when you are sick. 

 
Students who are ill and who require academic accommodations for missed classes, 
assignments, midterms, quizzes, or tests are to contact their professor(s) for further 
information. 
 
 

4. Keep up to date with the latest information from Public Health and 
the Province of Nova Scotia.  

 
StFX will update the campus community via email and stfx.ca/coronavirus as relevant 
information becomes available; however, the best source for the latest information and 
recommended actions within Nova Scotia is the provincial COVID-19 website, found here 
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/ .  
 
 

5. For questions specific to StFX operations, please visit 
www.stfx.ca/coronavirus.  

 
StFX.ca/coronavirus contains FAQs specific to StFX operations. The FAQs will be updated regularly as 
new information becomes available.   
 
 
 

Finally, I wish to reinforce our commitment to monitoring the situation on and around campus 
and our commitment to adjust our operations as necessary to ensure the successful delivery of 
the 2022-23 academic year. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on campus. 
 
Andy Hakin 
President and Vice-Chancellor 
StFX University 
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