
QUESTIONS FROM THE AFTERNOON SESSION 

Anonymous Attendee 03:24 PM  

How can we protect nearby communities (which have vulnerable populations) if commuters and 

local students are forced to come to in-person classes due to inadequate online options? 

The university has worked with the surrounding community, the province, and Chief Medical 

Officer to develop a safe back-to-school plan.  

Anonymous Attendee 03:25 PM  

Will it be possible for a student to fulfill their course requirements with online options? 

StFX is offering a mixed method of course delivery for the fall term with most courses taking 

place in person on our campus in Antigonish - approximately 72% of courses are being offered in 

person and 28% online. As a limited number of courses are being offered online, it may not be 

possible for students to fulfill all their course requirements with online courses depending on 

which courses they need to take.   

Anonymous Attendee 03:25 PM  

Can someone comment on the waiver controversy? 

COVID-19 presents challenges that we never could have imagined. During the last several 

months, the university has undergone extensive planning, including consultations with 

representatives from the community and public health as we prepare to welcome students 

safely back to campus in the fall. Having said this, we recognize that our community is not 

immune to the virus and that there will never be a zero-risk solution short of a vaccine. 

But we also acknowledge that it will take a community effort in order to have a successful return 

to campus. In this instance, some members of our community are telling us that they are 

uncomfortable with our legal waiver. We appreciate this feedback and will continue to engage 

with our stakeholders, and will review this decision to ensure it presents the best way forward.  

StFX University remains committed to providing a healthy and safe campus environment for our 

students, faculty and staff. 

Anonymous Attendee 03:26 PM  

If a student doesn't show symptoms until the 14 day mark, that's two weeks of them potentially 

infecting others before they realize they're sick. How do you expect to be able to contain the 

spread of infection? Does everyone that person come into contact with for the past two weeks 

have to self-isolate for an additional two weeks? 

Students outside the Atlantic Bubble are required to isolate for two-weeks upon arrival. 

Anonymous Attendee 03:27 PM  



If the community refuses to participate in monitoring the students, what approach will StFX take to 

monitor over 4,000 students? 

The following new protocols make it possible for StFX to open our residences and academic 

spaces. Our entire community will need to follow these protocols and the Public Health 

regulations to help combat the transmission of COVID-19 within campus and the community of 

Antigonish. These protocols and the Public Health regulations are subject to change according to 

ongoing risk assessments in Nova Scotia. As changes occur, announcements will be 

communicated through email and posted to www.stfx.ca/coronavirus along with other 

frequently asked questions (FAQs). This link gives more information. 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-

19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf 

Anonymous Attendee 03:27 PM  

What are the protocols of behavior with parties? 

You can have find the protocols in this document. 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-

19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf 

Anonymous Attendee 03:28 PM  

How are you supporting the BIPOC populations who may be at greater risk for COVID as some of 

these students are from more geographically isolated communities and don’t have much access to 

healthcare services? Will these students be able to fulfill their course requirements online? 

Every student has access to a dedicated student services team member to support their 

transition. In addition to their transition support person, new students have the option to be 

connected with a member from our Diversity Engagement Centre, which includes our Black 

Student Advisor, Indigenous Student Advisor, and our Gender and Sexual Diversity Advisor. More 

information and how to contact these offices directly is available at 

http://www2.mystfx.ca/student-life/diversity-engagement-centre 

Anonymous Attendee 03:29 PM  

How will you address the possibility of asymptomatic students off campus and the self-isolation 

plan? 

All students travelling from outside of Atlantic Canada are required to register with the Province 

of Nova Scotia and must present this upon arrival at the border. In addition, they are asked to 

submit a travel and isolation plan to Student Life. Everyone from outside Atlantic Canada must 

isolate for 14 days, regardless of whether they have symptoms. A support person from the 

University and an agent for the Province will be checking on everyone in isolation to ensure that 

they are supported and following through with the isolation protocol from the Province.  

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf
http://www2.mystfx.ca/student-life/diversity-engagement-centre


Anonymous Attendee 03:30 PM  

With all these rules and protocols in place leaving most of responsibility on the students wouldn’t 

it have been easier to go online in the fall and possible open in winter term? 

You can find the reopening framework at the line below. 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/Campus%20Reopening%20Framework%2

0v4%20%281%29.pdf 

Elizabeth Tynan 03:30 PM  

Since students will likely be in close contact with community members, assuming students will 

come back before the dates proposed, will community members also be required to wear masks 

for the month of September? 

The public should follow the direction of Public Health. 

Anonymous Attendee 03:30 PM  

Does social distancing measures mean that the Golden X Inn will be closed this year? If access is 

reduced this year, will restrictions continue after public health restrictions are lifted to curb the 

drinking culture on campus? 

The Golden X Inn is a licensed establishment operated by the Students’ Union and must follow 

the regulations from the Province. They are working on a plan to ensure the guidelines from the 

province are met.  

Anonymous Attendee 03:31 PM  

Will PPE mask and sanitizer be provided for students as a start off, since it would be an added 

expense? 

Yes 

Anonymous Attendee 03:33 PM  

Has the town/county and StFX formulated a plan to respond to a significant COVID outbreak in the 

Antigonish community that would necessitate a lockdown similar to what we experienced in 

March? 

Yes 

Anonymous Attendee 03:33 PM  

Will students in residence without meal plans have someone delivering groceries while in self-

isolation? Who will be offering these services? 

Yes. Students will be made aware of this service through Student Services 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/Campus%20Reopening%20Framework%20v4%20%281%29.pdf
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/Campus%20Reopening%20Framework%20v4%20%281%29.pdf


Anonymous Attendee 03:34 PM  

To Laurie: Currently in town the majority are *not* wearing masks. Are there plans to mandate 

masks in public spaces as students arrive? How do we ensure community members also take this 

increased risk seriously? 

The public and university are to follow the guidelines set by the province 

Anonymous Attendee 03:35 PM  

There are a lot of gaps in the coverage of the SU's health plan for international students, there 

have been several cases in the past few years that resulted in international students ending up in 

financial crisis because of the lack of service/care it provides. Has the health and dental plans for 

international students been reviewed for the upcoming 2020-21 year? Are there any positive 

changes to communicate? It's an expensive plan for very little service. 

The health insurance plan for international students is administered by the Students’ Union and 

not by St. Francis Xavier University. StFX continues to advocate to the Union for improved 

coverage, services, and great transparency to ensure that international students have proper 

coverage while they are studying. 

Elizabeth Tynan 03:42 PM  

I love the idea of a bracelet to help indicate those who should be isolating. I have heard there are 

some students already returning from outside the bubble. Have they already notified the 

University of their return, or are they slipping through? 

All students will eventually need to get their bracelet. We will communicate with instructions on 

how to get their bracelet as soon as we have them available. The ones who are already here will 

be the first to get theirs. 

Anonymous Attendee 03:42 PM  

Will all off campus have to self-isolate? If not, how will you deal with the possibility of 

asymptomatic students? 

Students who come from outside the Atlantic Bubble need to self-isolate for 14 days as soon as 

they arrive in the area. 

Anonymous Attendee 03:42 PM  

How will you accommodate students and staff who are immunocompromised or vulnerable to 

COVID-19, and for whom on-campus activities are extremely risky? 

They should follow the plans (monitor health, practice diligent hygiene, wear a mask and 

maintain social distance.)  People need to make decisions appropriate for their own risk. 



For students living in residence who may need additional accommodations, they can contact 

University Housing at housing@stfx.ca to discuss their needs.  

Anonymous Attendee 03:43 PM  

Why are students required to sign a waiver when other universities are not 

COVID-19 presents challenges that we never could have imagined. During the last several 

months the university has undergone extensive planning, including consultations with 

representatives from the community and public health as we prepare to welcome students 

safely back to campus in the fall. Having said this, we recognize that our community is not 

immune to the virus and that there will never be a zero-risk solution short of a vaccine. 

But we also acknowledge that it will take a community effort in order to have a successful return 

to campus. In this instance, some members of our community are telling us that they are 

uncomfortable with our legal waiver. We appreciate this feedback and will continue to engage 

with our stakeholders, and will review this decision to ensure it presents the best way forward.  

StFX University remains committed to providing a healthy and safe campus environment for our 

students, faculty and staff. 

Anonymous Attendee 03:43 PM  

Will extra custodial staff be hired to accommodate extra sanitary protocols on campus? 

Yes, we will be adding 20 cleaning staff, which represents more than a 25% increase.From 

Candace Caturay to All Panelists:  03:44 PM 

Recognizing that food services is a high risk area to having the students on campus, what changes 

are being implemented in food services? 

Staff, Customer Safety and Hygiene - All locations 
. 

 Use floor decals to indicate appropriate social distancing when lining/queuing for items 
including food pickup, cashier, dish return, etc. and to indicate traffic flow from station to 
station  

 Use floor arrows to indicate traffic flow  

 Rearrange seating dining areas to allow for 6 foot spacing between parties - as dictated 
by social distancing by provincial Department of Health guidelines  

 Implement plexiglass barriers for staff interacting with customers at service points 

 Use of disposable items or no touch dispensers, single use condiments  

 Remove bulk condiments, dispensers and marketing materials from dining tables 

 Remove self-serve buffet items to be served by staff from service stations 

 Availability of hand sanitizer with signage to direct use for staff and customers in all 
locations 

mailto:housing@stfx.ca


 Post signage where customers can be refused entry if displaying signs of fever and/or 
cough or symptoms of COVID-19 

 Lunch timing to be extended to 11-2pm  

 Increased frequency of cleaning and sanitation of key touch points front of house and 
back of house with documentation of cleaning completion 

 Ensure sanitation of equipment between use and employees 

 Use of contactless payment whenever possible 

 Provision of PPE gloves, masks, eye protection for staff. Physical distancing of 2 metres 
will be promoted in work areas. For staff that cannot always physical distance 2 metres 
use of non-medical masks or face coverings will be required 

 Use of timer in workstations to ensure handwashing is completed on regular frequency 

 Implement employee prescreening - recording of employees when arriving for shifts.  

 Workplace procedures will be communicated informing workers are unwell they are to 
stay home. 

 Signage and digital displays for both customers and staff to communicate safety, hygiene 
and physical distancing information 

 Social media and website communication on health and safety during COVID-19 

 Removal of self-use items in dining areas 
o microwaves  
o panini presses 
o blenders 
o toasters etc. 

 
 
Modifications to service by location:  
 
Morrison Hall 

 Installation of plexiglass barriers at both cashes and service stations (Dessert, Pizza, Grill, 
International, Classics, Salad) 

 Installation of floor decals for physical distancing at both doors and in the service area to 
promote distancing while in queue 

 Installation of floor arrows to communicate flow between spaces, and entrances exits 

 Digital and printed communication of changes to dining services, COVID-19 symptoms, 
and customer hygiene requirements will be posted at both doors 

 Rearranging of seating in dining room to ensure 2 metre distancing between parties as 
per Dept. of Health guidelines 

 Take three will be moved to Fireplace Room accessed through separate entrance, with 
expanded offerings including hot options 7 days a week 

 Lunch/brunch hours extended 11-2pm 7 days per week (Holiday hours may vary) 

 Debit payment available at second door 

 Self-serve such as My Kitchen, Deli, Salad, Dessert and Hot Beverage stations 
discontinued 

 Toast, Cereal, Dessert and Ice Cream served by staff from the dessert station 



 Oatmeal served from Classics station 

 Deli (including panini press), soup and salad options served from re-positioned pieces of 
the current salad bars 

 All plates, utensils and condiments will be dispensed at the service platforms by staff  

 Trays will be made available to allow for guests to make less trips to service points 

 Cold beverage will be available at fountains with glassware replenished more frequently 
to limit potential exposure 

 All items on service platforms (International, Classics, Pizza, Grill, Salad/Deli/Soup) are to 
be plated by service staff and provided to the customer 

 Gluten-free station items will be served from dessert station  

 Microwaves, toaster, panini presses, bulk condiment stations, napkin dispensers, salt and 
pepper on tables removed 

 Removal of decorative trees in dining area to increase floor area 

 Open small yellow room for customer seating 

 All beverages served – we have asked Pepsi about touchless beverage fountain 
 

Anonymous Attendee 03:45 PM  

But what about those international students who aren’t able to come to Canada?  What is being 

done to accommodate those students? 

The Office of Internationalization continues to support international students with their unique 

needs as the impact of the pandemic continues to evolve. This office supports students with 

understanding the shifting immigration rules and how that impacts their studies at StFX. 

Students will receive individualized support that caters to their individual circumstances from a 

team who is informed of updates from the federal government.  

Due to the current restrictions on processing of study permits, submission of biometrics, and 

crossing the border there are some international students who will not be able to join StFX in 

September 2020. The Office of Internationalization, the Registrar’s Office, Academic Advisors, 

and Graduate Studies are working together to provide solutions and support for international 

students to allow them to either defer their admission or persist I could change persist, gives a 

negative connotation, maybe use continue instead ? with their studies.   

 

 

Anonymous Attendee 03:45 PM  

What is the percentage of domestic students, particularly outside of the Atlantic Provinces, are a 

part of the student population? 

In 2019-20, approximately 36% of the UG and ED domestic student population were from outside 

of the Atlantic Provinces.* 



* Data is as of October 1, 2019   

g-Ross45 03:48 PM  

What percentage of StFX students will be coming from outside of the Maritime Bubble? 

Approximately 32% of UG and ED students will be coming from out of the Atlantic Bubble.** 

** Figures are based on # of confirmations as of July 23, 2020 

 

Anonymous Attendee 03:49 PM  

Will students be tested before being allowed on campus and if the Sano Nanotech antigen test is 

available, could it be used upon students returning and ongoing? 

Testing for COVID-19 is determined by the NS Health Authority. Currently, testing is only done at 

the direction of 811 and arranged at a local testing site. We will follow the protocols determined 

by the Province. 

 

Ella McVicar 03:50 PM  

Has there be consideration to a dry campus. Knowing alcohol will impair judgement. 

The first two weeks will be dry as students become accustomed to the new protocols. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 03:54 PM  

So if a student asks for completely online instructions or mostly online because they are 

immunocompromised or have family members who are immunocompromised will they be fully 

accommodated? 

StFX will work closely with any students who are immunocompromised or have family members 

who are immunocompromised to ensure they have access online classes where possible.     

 

Anonymous Attendee 03:56 PM  

When the first case is announced, how do you expect students to be learning on campus when 

they are stressed and worried about being infected? 

We are developing robust programming initiatives and online mental health resources to help 

students build capacity to cope with stress. We are also working with Public Health on promoting 

accurate information to understand the risk and how to protect yourself.  

Commented [TB1]: Cindy – I say “where possible” 
because only a portion of classes are being delivered online.  
Not every course has an on-campus and in-person option.   

Commented [CM2R1]:  



Anonymous Attendee 03:56 PM  

Were there any meetings with the Mayor and counsellors and residents of Antigonish before the 

University made this decision to bring back students to our town? 

Yes 

Anonymous Attendee 03:58 PM  

will you be providing hazard pay for staff and faculty who will be at risk because of campus re-

opening? (especially cleaning staff and those who will be in contact with students) 

No 

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:00 PM  

Are all faculty prepared to teach online? If they are fully trained and prepared, does this mean that 

if a student requests all their courses to be offered remotely than this could be fully 

accommodated? 

Not all faculty have elected to offer their courses via an online delivery this fall. Those faculty 

who have access to professional development and resources to help them prepare their courses. 

While StFX has made the decision to offer a mixed method of course delivery for the fall term, 

faculty have been advised that they need to be ready to move to an online environment should 

the situation change and this become necessary.  A limited number of courses are being offered 

online, but it may not be possible for students to fulfill all their course requirements with only 

online courses depending on which courses they need to take.   

William C DeSilva Jr 04:01 PM  

Can Kevin please clarify his response on International students being permitted to return to 

Canada, under present guidelines outlined by the Canadian Federal Government? The current 

guideline states "international students who held a valid study permit, or had been approved for 

study permit, when the travel restrictions took effect on March 18, 2020" are not barred from 

entering Canada at this time. 

Answer to come 

Anonymous Attendee 04:01 PM  

Understanding that COVID-19 has not followed the expectations of public health officials up to this 

point and some places that have reopened have been forced to shut down, are there plans in 

place to shut down campus in case of an outbreak which threatens to overwhelm both the 

campus, the community and St. Martha's resources? 

Yes 



 

Anonymous Attendee 04:02 PM  

Do you have concerns about the parents that will accompany their children as they get set up both 

on and off campus?  Will they be monitored as well?  Many of the parents stay for a number of 

days and use the grocery stores and other businesses in town. 

Students who are coming from outside of Atlantic Canada will have to submit their Travel and 

Isolation Plan which includes indicating who is travelling with them. Families will be provided 

with clear instructions and guidance on travelling into and staying in NS. The Provincial 

restrictions do not permit them to be at grocery stores or other business unless they have 

isolated for 14 days. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:03 PM  

You're asking students to return to campus in time to self-isolate for 14 days prior to the start of 

classes, so by September 1. Does the coverage provided to students through the SU's mandatory 

Health and Dental plan begin on September 1 or September 14 when the academic year starts? 

What happens if a student gets sick (COVID related or otherwise) during those first 14 days, do 

they have health coverage?  

Coverage will begin on September 1st as normal.  

 

Kelly 04:03 PM  

Asking again as the answer was not clear enough. For shared washrooms in MSB how often will 

they be cleaned? Public Health requires people in self-isolation to use their own washroom.  This 

suggests they should be disinfected after every use if they are being shared. 

Facilities management will schedule more frequent cleaning (twice a day) of the shared 

washrooms and common areas relative to the number of students sharing a washroom. Non-

isolating students will not share a washroom with isolating students.  

 

Owner 04:04 PM  

Will the Good Neighbour Guide be going out to all residents of the Town and the fringe area? 

The Good Neighbour Guide will be distributed to students living in the town and county and will 

be available online for community members to access. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:05 PM  



This decision assumes all students are able to assume a certain amount of risk of contracting this 

virus, whether the measures discussed above are effective or not. There are those who are 

immunocompromised or are living with family members who are. Why has there been no effort to 

acknowledge that students are being forced into a potentially life threatening situation in order to 

continue their education? 

The University worked with the Chief Medical Officer, the province, surrounding communities 

and other stakeholders to develop our back-to-school plan.  

Margaret Vail 04:06 PM  

How are the support people selected, is it a volunteer position? 

We have several staff members from Student Services and several people have volunteered to 

support a student. We will provide training to ensure support people are following safe practices 

and provide any resources they need. Volunteers will be asked to assist from August 27th to 

September 12th. Anyone – staff, faculty, students or community members - interested in 

volunteering can contact studentlife@stfx.ca . 

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:07 PM  

In order to get my student to school, where they will live off campus, we are driving 14 hours and 

have to go through Ontario, Quebec and New Brunswick. Is there any guidance when it comes to 

travelling and crossing provincial borders? Can parents bring kids to school without self-isolating? 

Students are allowed to have people travel with them so long as everyone follows the 

regulations of the provinces they are travelling through. We recommend to check Quebec and 

New Brunswick for their rules around staying at hotels there. In Nova Scotia, the province 

requires travelers from outside the Atlantic provinces to submit a Self-declaration Form. 

Information about the rules here and a link to the form are found 

here: https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/alerts-notices/  

Owner 04:07 PM  

Not a question but an observation, most students living off campus do not identify as "citizens of 

Antigonish" but rather "StFX.- living off campus.” 

 

Bonnie 04:07 PM  

As students arrive in Antigonish will they be tested for the virus? Also will there be routine 

temperature checks during their isolation period, for on and off campus students. 

mailto:studentlife@stfx.ca
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/alerts-notices/


You can find the guidelines for students in this document. 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-

19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf 

 

User_1 04:08 PM  

It was mentioned that 7.6% of the students are non-domestic. But what percentage are from 

outside our Atlantic bubble? 

Last year, approximately 36% of the undergraduate student population was from outside the 

Atlantic bubble.   

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:08 PM  

Will the RCMP have the capability and/or funding to increase surveillance measures to ensure 

physical distancing off campus? 

We have a good working relationship with the RCMP. This questions is for the RCMP. You will 

have to contact the local detachment. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:09 PM  

Are shared common spaces on campus going to be open and available? ie, study space in 

Mulroney? 

Yes 

Chris 04:10 PM  

Comment .....I am very happy to see local residents and friends welcoming home their children and 

grandchildren from across the Atlantic provinces and Canada at large, and I am looking forward to 

welcoming back our student community and helping them through the 14 days so they can safely 

once again become a part of our bubble 🙂 

We are too! 

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:11 PM  

As a long time landlord, I have not received any information through the Landlord's association or 

StFX. Could your representatives of the landlords that you have been meeting with, be encouraged 

to inform other landlords and get their input. 

https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf
https://www2.mystfx.ca/ohs/sites/mystfx.ca.ohs/files/COVID-19%20Pandemic%20Plan%20Student%20Community%20Protocols%20v5.pdf


We have been meeting with several community partners, including the Landlord’s Association 

and a communication is forthcoming shortly. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:11 PM  

Elizabeth Tynan (You): Since students will likely be in close contact with community members, 

assuming students will come back before the dates proposed, will community members also be 

required to wear masks for the Month of September? 

Everyone should follow the guidelines put forth by Public Health. 

 

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:12 PM  

If a faculty member ends up getting the virus and needs to be off until recovery or has symptoms 

and needs to isolate or quarantine until testing is complete etc.  Will they be expected to continue 

teaching online?  Or what is the plan for that? 

Faculty illness occurs every year and is resolved in a number of ways, depending on situation. 

Meredith Marple 04:13 PM  

What contract tracing protocols will be in place on campus for students, faculty, and staff, and 

visitors? 

Contact tracing is looked after by Public Health and StFX will work with them to assist tracing 

individuals based on Public Health’s recommendation.  The fact that all students are required to 

wear NMM, follow physical distancing and hygiene (the protocols) the chances of transmission 

would be low.  If advised to notify campus, the main tool is registered students who are 

following a schedule.  If a student in why is this capped, CLASS 1 ? not sure what it means CLASS 

1 is ill, and based on the direction of public health we can determine where students have been 

and who they would have been in close contact with. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:13 PM  

A large population of your residence students are from outside the Atlantic Bubble.  These 

students are excited about school but also have a lot of anxiety about how they will arrive on 

campus.  We know that they will quarantine for 14 days in residence, but their parents who 

wouldn’t normally get them there may be financially or because of work or time restraint not be 

able to quarantine for 14 days in a hotel in Nova Scotia.  We are crossing fingers and hope that the 

bubble will open, but if a student needs to fly in, or take the bus, how will they be received at StFX 

on their check in day if they are early or later than their “check in time". And how can they send 

their belongings ahead??  If needed. 



The Travel and Isolation Plan students are expected to submit will have the details of their full 

travel plans. With these details we will work with the student on their arrival date and time and 

be prepared to receive them.  As in any year, it is possible for students to ship things to the 

university in advance. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:15 PM  

You keep talking about collective responsibility but the students and community members were 

not consulted about the decision to bring students back. The university executive made that 

decision for us 

There was consultation from the university, students, town and county, as well as Public Health 

and the province. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:16 PM  

COMMENT - I am the parent of a 3rd year student and of course there is concern about sending 

my child back to school but I must disagree with the comment that students would prefer to stay 

at home for schooling. Each student is different in their ability to learn online or in person and I 

appreciate the mixed method is a compromise. Whichever solution the university chooses will not 

meet with 100% agreement. Every person involved in this return to school needs to understand 

that no entity (StFX, the Town, the Province, etc.) can guarantee an environment that will be 100% 

Covid free. In this scenario parents need to ensure that their children understand the most critical 

role that they play in making this a success - fines etc. are deterrents but happen after a behaviour 

has taken place - which may be too late after the risky activity has taken place. I appreciate the 

effort the university is putting into this return to school effort and recognize that this is a fluid 

situation and things may/will change 

 

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:17 PM  

The RCMP hasn’t been able to police student behaviour as of now (ie. huge parties, street 

behaviour, pub behaviour). So how can they additionally police this? 

We have a good working relationship with the RCMP. This is a question for the local detachment. 

Anonymous Attendee 04:19 PM  

What is your response to the uproar regarding the legal waiver absolving StFX from any 

responsibility if a student becoming ill with covid-19 and what are the consequences if a student 

refuses to sign? 

The wavier is being reviewed. 



g-Ross45 04:24 PM  

Science has shown indoor assemblies are some of the worst situations for transmission.  Will 

masks be mandatory on Campus? 

Yes 

Anonymous Attendee 04:28 PM  

How will the university communicate with the public? Social media, websites, media, etc.? So that 

we know where to find up-to-date information. Will there be more opportunities for dialogue? 

We have communicated via email, social media and town halls. This communication will 

continue. 

Concerned Community Member 04:28 PM  

Thank you for providing this forum for citizens to hear and voice concerns.  I am wondering that 

since you began your planning in March, at what point did you consult with Dr. Strang and the 

Dept. of Health, St. Martha's Hospital, Town, County and other local organization?. 

We have been in regular contact with all of these groups since March. Administration have been 

speaking with Dr. Strang before campus was closed in March. There were weekly update 

meetings in the early part and all plans have gone through his office. Meetings with Town and 

County were regular since March as well.  Meeting with reps from St. Martha’s have been 

ongoing since student plans have been under development. 

 

Anonymous Attendee 04:31 PM  

Can we see the qualitative data from your surveys with parents, alumni etc.? Rumours are that it 

was only 30 families survey. You state full transparency, please do so starting now. 

 

Anonymous Attendee  

Currently, students outside the bubble will need to quarantine. If they choose to quantize in 

another location in the Maritimes, what kind of documentation will they need? 

Students outside the Atlantic Bubble will need to quarantine. 

From Rebecca Charnock to All Panelists:  03:53 PM 

Will a face shield be acceptable, rather than a non surgical mask choice? 

Face masks are permissible in many circumstances but are not the same as a mask. The mask 

prevents droplets from escaping (they go into the mask) where a face shield does not. For 



anyone moving about campus we would want a mask to be used.  For students sitting in a 

classroom we would want masks so droplets don’t get on as many surfaces. So in a long about 

way, it depends on how the shield is going to be used.  

From Chris to All Panelists:  03:55 PM 

How many of the 5000 students did you say are coming back in September? 

Based on number s from last year, our enrolment is around 5,000. We will know more once the 

semester begins. 

From Rebecca Charnock to All Panelists:  04:06 PM 

Is there a hopeful timeline for the Out of Province Tip Sheet to be sent out? Asking as it is getting 

closer to the times to secure flights and accommodations. 

Should be out very soon. 


